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WEATHER

Temperatures for the week averaged six to nine
degrees below normals across the State,  Scattered
Brecipitalion occurred throughout the week with amounts

om a half inch in the southwest up to 1.77 inches in the
east central,

GENERAL

Last week’s sub-freezing temperatures brought
variable damage to fall maturing crops, according to the
Nebraska Agricultural Statistics Service. Although the full
extent of crop damage is yet unknown, it appears that the
Panhandle was hardest hit from kjllinFl frost. Other areas
of the State reported a lighter frost with damage dependent
upon stage of maturity and lay of the land. Reduced crop
conditions this week reflect an assessment of frost damage.
While some producers will wait to see what damage has
occurred, some producers have begun ensiling freeze-
damaged corn. Other producer activities included cutting
weeds, moving old crop grain to elevators, and other pre-
harvest preparations.

CROPS

All corn condition was rated at 1% very poor, 4%
oor, 29% fair, 60% pood, and 6% excellent. Dryland
ields were rated at 71% good or excellent. Irrigated fields

were rated at 65% pood or excellent. As of Sunday, 16%
of the crop had reached maturity, over two weeks behind
the five-yéar average of 57%., t week’s frost brought
crop damage to the Panhandle and other localized areas.
Silage harvest was underway across the State.

CROPS (Cont.

Soybean condition was rated at 1% poor, 36% fair,
60% good, and 3% excellent. As of Sunday, the crop was
about ten days behind normal with 23% of the acreage
having shed their leaves. This compares with 52% for the
five-year average. Soybeans were also affected by last
week’s frost, with variable damage across the State’s
growing area.

Sorghum condition was rated at 8% poor, 46% fair,
44% good, and 2% excellent. The crop was about three
weeks behind normal in reaching maturity when last week’s
frost occurred. Reports indicate that damage to immature
plants will be greatest.

Dg: bean condition was rated at 11% very poor,

26% poor, 23% fair, 37% good, and 3% excellent. This

crop was also frost damaged as indicated by the drop in

crop condition. Producer concerns are about the decline in
uality and yield due to the shortened growing season.
arvest was rated at 31% complete. -

Wheat seeding progressed at a normal pace and by
week’s end 47% had been sown. This compares with 57%
last year and 47% for the five-year average.

Alfalfa condition was rated at 18% fair, 79% good,
and 3% excellent. Third and fourth cutting activities
progressed well.

LIVESTOCK

Pasture and range condition was rated at 103% of
normal and compares with 99% of normal last year at this
time. Cattle continue to do well on pastures.

FIELD WORK PROGRESS AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS DISTRICTS sTATE | LAST | LAST |AVER-
AS OF SEPTEMBER 19, 1993 NwW I NC [ NE | ¢ | BEC | swW | scC I SE WEEK | YEAR | AGE
% com dented 50 (i 9 92 93 87 100 100 9 65 85 95
% corn mature 2 8 13 17 16 15 21 30 16 4 17 57
e sorghum turning color o 42 78 84 78 81 79 72 74 57 65 88
% sorghum mature 1] 9 9 13 7 2 6 3 5 0 4 48
% soybeans turning color 0 65 76 86 64 79 93 50 67 M 73 &4
% soybeans dropping leaves 0 12 13 as s 26 27 14 23 4 26 52
% dry beans turning 92 100 100 100 0 100 100 0 94 85 nfa n/a
% dry beans dropping leaves 89 87 84 28 o 84 100 (1] 87 47 nfa n/a
% dry beans harvested 28 40 13 9 0 40 100 0 3t 11 n/a n/a
% alfalfa third cutting 55 93 9% 95 88 100 100 91 88 72 92 n/a
% alfalfa fourth cutting 0 21 6 27 20 27 15 15 15 5 17 n/a
% wheat sown mn 80 56 85 36 32 kP 19 47 20 57 47
DAYS SUITABLE AND SOIL MOISTURE CONDITION AS OF SEPTEMBER 17, 1993
Days suitable 43 4.6 59 64 63 59 6.6 58 58 51 57
Topsoil moisture - Short 18 13 0 25 5 13 0 7 8 8 15

(Percent) - Adequate 73 87 100 75 95 87 92 86 89 84 79

- Surplus 9 0 0 0 0 0 B 7 3 8 6

Subsoil moisture - Shott 8 7 0 0 0 0 0 7 3 3 3

(Percent) - Adequate 92 86 82 81 81 100 92 86 87 81 92

- Surplus 0 7 18 13 19 0 8 7 10 16 5

n/a - not available
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1/ Courtesy of the Department of Agricultural Meteorology, Institute of Agriculture and
Matural Resources, The University of Nebraska-Lincoln.
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PRECIPITATION, APRIL 1 - SEPTEMBER 17, 1993
NwW NC NE CEN EC sw sC SE
Total past week ....... cen 59 47 .18 m 30 A9 09 n
Total since April 1 ......... 13.63 21.42 2132 2521 o 19.89 28.68 31329
Normal since Aprit 1 ....... 1259 15.62 18.18 16.97 19.70 14.19 17.32 0.77
Total 28 % of normal . ... .. . 108% 137% 150% 149% 157% 140% 166% 160%
TEMPERA RECIPITATION, AND GROWING DEGREE DAY DATA,
T kL ENDING summr, SEPTEMBER 19, |
Terperature Predpllnunn G“’S‘:',‘"! Degree Data
Station mes
Sim L —— Mean |Depanure| 08! | gy | Current| Normal
NW Chadron 86 Al 51 . 1.40 —_ - —
Scottsthift 82 27 k1) B 1.59 — -
Sidney 78 27 49 - 133 2135 21712 2367
NC Valentine 76 29 50 -9 98 - — —
NE Norfolk 74 2 55 -7 138 - — -
Sioux City 7 33 54 4 76 — — -
Concord - — - - - 2326 2373 2750
Elgin - - - — - 2298 244 2692
West Point* e — — - — 2454 2548 2830
CEN  Gtand Itland 7 34 56 . o1 — — ———
Ord 73 29 52 — 92 2354 2407 2699
EC Liztoln 72 31 56 -8 LT7 e - v
Omaha n k. 56 <7 1.49 , — - -
sW tmperial 78 2 53 — .50 _— — —
Nosth Platte 73 34 54 -6 .38 2236  **288 42639
SC  Holdrege - - - - 2521 2593 2878
SE  Beatrice - - - - M6 2194 299
Clay Center - — - - 2560 2630 2941

1/ Precipitation totals not included in map above.
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